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Save the Whales—Save the Planet
by Phil Kline

For More Information…

It was this time last year 
when the U.S. delegation to the 
International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) came out in support of a pro-
whaling proposal. The plan before 
the IWC would have allowed the 
reinstatement of commercial whaling 
around the world—including in the 
Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary.

Greenpeace immediately 
took action and, along with other 
coalition groups, delivered more 
than 1.5 million comments from 
supporters to the White House 
and held multiple demonstrations. 
The White House took notice and 
changed tack, returning to the long-
held U.S. position of being a whale 
conservation leader. With the help 
of supporters like you, Greenpeace 
was able to continue our more than 
three-and-a-half decade legacy of 
protecting these highly intelligent  
and majestic creatures. 

We will continue to vigilantly 
monitor the progress of the U.S. 
delegation at the IWC, and ensure 
that we are keeping them honest. 

For more information on how your plans can balance your own personal and financial 
goals with a desire to help Greenpeace in a substantial way, please contact, without obligation: 

Corrine Barr, Gift Planning Director
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001
Tel: 1-800-328-0678
corrine.barr@greenpeace.org
greenpeacefund.org

Inside: 
• New tax laws work in 

your favor

• Make your own plans

• Message from Peter 
Cuthbert, friend of 
Greenpeace

Greenpeace is also currently working 
with the U.S. delegation to impose 
trade sanctions against the Icelandic 
fishing company that is responsible 
for the killing of 120 endangered fin 
whales each season. 

This past April, when meeting 
with the Department of Commerce 
and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, I was 
personally thanked for the work 
Greenpeace is doing to provide so 
many voices in support of protection 
for the endangered fin whales that 
Iceland massacres. Not only were 
we applauded for our efforts, but we 
were encouraged to keep sending 
petitions. The petitions that you sign 
make a real difference in our efforts 
to save the whales.

What threatens the oceans 
threatens the whales. The BP oil spill, 
which also occurred a year ago, will 
continue to affect the Gulf of Mexico 
ecosystem for years to come. Whales 
are not immune to the oil sludge and 
chemicals left behind by the disaster. 
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not exist for cleaning up a spill in an 
Arctic environment, and the means of 
accessing the area are severely limited. 

The continued survival of whales, 
and millions of other aquatic species, 
depends on the carefully balanced 
global ecosystem that is our ocean. 
Whether they are whales nursing their 
young in the still pristine Arctic waters 
at the top of the world, or the varieties 
of shellfish that make their homes 
off the rocky coasts of New England, 
or schools of dolphins swimming in 
the waters of California, they are all 
connected. They all depend on one 
another in ways direct and indirect, 
just as they depend on us to be good 
stewards of their watery habitats.

Today, legal kill quotas, pollution 
and climate change are endangering 
the lives of all marine creatures, 
including whales. Greenpeace is the 
only organization with the global 
presence and scope to focus on each 
of these threats to whales. I thank you 
for your continued support.

Research from our  
Arctic Sunrise Energy  
[R]evolution tour of the 
Gulf is beginning to be 
published and preliminary 
results of the data collected 
are, unfortunately, NOT 
good. Using previously 
completed acoustic research 
as a baseline, the new data 
indicates that the number 
of sperm whales in close 
proximity to where the oil 
well blowout occurred is 

lower than in years past. And, unlike 
dolphins, when sperm whales perish 
they sink, so we have no way, besides 
the recordings of the sounds they 
make, of knowing the number of 
whales lost due to the BP oil spill.

To ensure the ecosystems that 
whales depend on are protected, 
Greenpeace is working to end offshore 
drilling—especially in the Arctic, where 
a spill the magnitude of the BP spill in 
the Gulf would be exponentially more 
devastating. Coast Guard officials have 
stated publicly that the technology does 

The Greenpeace Ship, the 
MY Arctic Sunrise, hosted 
teams of independent 
scientists conducting 
research projects to 
examine the effects of 
the BP Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill and chemical 
dispersant used to treat 
it on the environment of 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Phil Kline, Whale 
Campaign Director, delivers 
Save the Whales messages 
from supporters to the 
White House Council on 
Environmental Quality in 
Washington, D.C.

Credit: © Scott Portelli / Greenpeace
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The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not intended as legal, accounting, or other professional 
advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other financial implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an 
attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on applicable federal discount rates, which can 
change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be available in all states. ©MMXI RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. NFX-11
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New Tax Laws Work in Your Favor

Make Your Own Plans

You may have read about the 
repeal of the estate tax for 2010, 
as well as other legislation, and 
wondered how this might affect you.  

Here are some of the highlights:

•   Income tax hike avoided. 
Current rates extended for 2011 
and 2012.

•   Gift and estate tax reunified.

•   Charitable IRA provision for 
those 70½ and older extended.

•   Charitable income tax deduction 
continues unchanged.

CharITabLe gIFTS STILL 
deduCTIbLe

Those who have estates that are 
still subject to estate taxes will be 
pleased to learn that charitable gifts 
remain 100 percent deductible for 
gift and estate tax purposes. You may 
find you can include or increase the 
amount you wish to direct from your 
estate for charitable purposes, while 

your heirs receive the same amount 
or more than they would have under 
prior law.

a gOOd TIMe TO revIeW
Because of changes in the estate 

tax law, many estate plans now in 
place may be obsolete and could 
create unintended consequences if 
they are relied on to distribute assets. 
If your will, living trust, or other 
estate plans have not been recently 
reviewed, now may be the ideal time 
to make sure they are up to date. 

CheCk WITh advISOrS
Even if you think no changes are 

necessary, a checkup can provide 
confirmation that your plans still 
accurately reflect your wishes. 

Keep in mind, too, that many 
states impose their own gift, estate 
and inheritance taxes. Your attorney 
and other advisors can help you 
determine the best plans for you.

PLeaSe 
reMeMber 
greeNPeaCe IN 
YOur WILL

If you are ready  
to name Greenpeace 
in your will, here  
are a few simple  
facts to note: Our  
full legal name is 
Greenpeace Fund, Inc.  
and our federal tax 
ID number is  
95-3313195.

Greenpeace activists 
deliver 1.5 million 
petitions urging 
President Obama and the 
International Whaling 
Commission to vote 
against a proposal 
to allow commercial 
whaling. 
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If you do not have a will or other 
estate plans in place, your state will 
direct the distribution of your assets 
to your surviving relatives according 
to rigid guidelines. It is possible your 
property could be given to distant 
relatives you may have never met. 
If no legal heirs can be found, your 
assets will become the property of 
the state and normally sold at auction. 
Friends and charitable interests are 
never included in the state’s will.

The settlement of an estate without 
a valid will can thus result in greater 
expense and require more time than  
if adequate instructions were left. 

WhaT YOur WILL CaN dO
When properly drafted by a 

qualified attorney, a will can:

•  Minimize taxes and estate 
settlement costs;

•  Arrange for property to be 
managed as you wish;

•  Provide for family, friends 
and others you would like to 
remember;

•  Name a guardian for minor 
children or dependent adults;

•  Include gifts to favorite charitable 
causes, such as Greenpeace.

dON’T deLaY
No matter the 

size of the estate, 
most people 
would agree 
it is important 
to exercise 
their right and 
responsibility to 
make their own 
plans. Yet it is 
estimated that 
more than half of 
Americans do not have a valid will 
or other plans in place to safeguard 
their assets. But without proper plans 
in place, your heirs may face many 
difficulties at a time when they may 
be least prepared to deal with them.

Now may be a good time to see 
your attorney and make sure your 
plans are up to date. With your own 
legally recognized plans in place, 
you are in control and your will can 
work for you, your loved ones and 
your charitable interests. 

We will be happy to work with 
you and your advisors regarding 
ways you can include Greenpeace  
in your plans.

YOu INSPIre uS!!
”I am pleased to support Greenpeace. They have earned my admiration and respect 

for saving the whales and encouraging the public to assume more responsibility when 

utilizing our natural resources.” —  Peter Cuthbert, Greenpeace Supporter

We love when you share your stories of when you first connected with 
Greenpeace. To read some of these inspiring stories from others like you, we 
invite you to visit us at greenpeacefund.org/friends. And while you’re there, 
share your moment, or drop it in the mail. Thank you!

uSe buILT-IN 
deSIgNaTIONS

Charitable 
beneficiaries such 
as Greenpeace may 
be named to receive 
part or all of life 
insurance proceeds 
or retirement plan 
(including IRA) 
benefits—a simple 
way to make a 
significant gift.
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not exist for cleaning up a spill in an 
Arctic environment, and the means of 
accessing the area are severely limited. 

The continued survival of whales, 
and millions of other aquatic species, 
depends on the carefully balanced 
global ecosystem that is our ocean. 
Whether they are whales nursing their 
young in the still pristine Arctic waters 
at the top of the world, or the varieties 
of shellfish that make their homes 
off the rocky coasts of New England, 
or schools of dolphins swimming in 
the waters of California, they are all 
connected. They all depend on one 
another in ways direct and indirect, 
just as they depend on us to be good 
stewards of their watery habitats.

Today, legal kill quotas, pollution 
and climate change are endangering 
the lives of all marine creatures, 
including whales. Greenpeace is the 
only organization with the global 
presence and scope to focus on each 
of these threats to whales. I thank you 
for your continued support.
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[R]evolution tour of the 
Gulf is beginning to be 
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results of the data collected 
are, unfortunately, NOT 
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proximity to where the oil 
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lower than in years past. And, unlike 
dolphins, when sperm whales perish 
they sink, so we have no way, besides 
the recordings of the sounds they 
make, of knowing the number of 
whales lost due to the BP oil spill.
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Greenpeace is working to end offshore 
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a spill the magnitude of the BP spill in 
the Gulf would be exponentially more 
devastating. Coast Guard officials have 
stated publicly that the technology does 

The Greenpeace Ship, the 
MY Arctic Sunrise, hosted 
teams of independent 
scientists conducting 
research projects to 
examine the effects of 
the BP Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill and chemical 
dispersant used to treat 
it on the environment of 
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Campaign Director, delivers 
Save the Whales messages 
from supporters to the 
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Credit: © Scott Portelli / Greenpeace
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