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This Fragile Environment Needs
Your Help By Jackie Dragon

Jackie Dragon, Senior Oceans
Campaigner, aboard the
Greenpeace ship Esperanza in
the Gulf of Alaska during the
Save the Arctic campaign.
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• Margot Feuer’s gift to
the future

We have now crossed the
Polar Circle with the Esperanza
and we are in the Arctic and
the Chukchi Sea. Here in this
extremely fragile environment,
Shell is planning to drill for oil.
Home to bowhead whales, polar
bears, walruses, numerous species
of birds and other animals—this is
no place for oil drilling!
Even though today is a
fairly calm and peaceful day at
sea, this is an incredibly harsh
environment. Intense gales,
unpredictable ice and its extreme
remoteness means an oil spill here
would be catastrophic. A cleanup
here would be an exercise in the
impossible; it would make
the cleanup after the BP spill in the
Gulf of Mexico look like a walk in
the park.
We need your help to protect the
Arctic. Not only from dangerous oil
drilling but also from industrial trawl
fishing companies waiting to get
their hands on the spoils.
We conducted 14 submarine dives
into the world’s largest underwater

canyons—Zhemchug and Pribilof
Canyons—in the middle of the Bering
Sea. These amazing ocean features
are drivers of the productivity and
immense biodiversity in the Bering
Sea, but they are being damaged
by industrial fishing methods like
trawling and longlining.
On these research dives we
captured a firsthand view of the life
at the bottom, including the vital
interactions between fish and coral,
crab and sponges. All the animals in
this vibrant ecosystem are connected.
We need to protect the fragile
slow-growing animals down in the
dark canyon reaches because they
provide habitat for many species we
want to catch for food, sustainably,
into the future.
The video record from these
dives will soon be in the hands of
scientists who will report back to
fishery managers. Without a doubt
there is much more down there
than just mud, sand and silt as some
industry players would have us
believe. And we got the pictures to
prove it!
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Please
Remember
Greenpeace in
Your Will
If you are ready
to name Greenpeace
in your will or other
plans, here are a few
simple facts to note.
Our full legal name is
Greenpeace Fund, Inc.
and our federal tax
ID number is
95-3313195.

Look to the Future
These days it is virtually
impossible to read a newspaper,
watch television or go online without
coming across information about
scheduled changes in the tax law.
Now may be a good time to
check with your advisors regarding
your financial plans before year’s
end. Reviewing your personal,
philanthropic and other planning
goals in a timely manner affords you
the opportunity to complete gifts to
charitable organizations that may help
maximize tax savings for you.

many ways to give

• Gifts of life insurance. If you
own life insurance policies that
have accumulated cash value
but are no longer needed for
their original purposes, the value
of such policies can be used to
make gifts that provide welcome
income tax savings today.
In addition to, or as an
alternative to, a gift by will, giving
all or a portion of life insurance
proceeds can also result in
significant estate tax savings.
• Gifts of retirement plans.
Amounts remaining in retirement
plans can be among the most
heavily taxed assets in your
estate. That is why many choose
to direct that all or a portion of
these accounts be devoted to
charitable purposes.
• Gifts that provide income for
you or others. A number of
ways to give can also provide you
or a loved one with increased
income, current and future tax
savings and other benefits.

Act today
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Greenpeace activists
protest at Shell drillship
'Noble Discoverer' anchored
near Dutch Harbor in
Unalaska. A banner
reads “#SaveTheArctic.”
Greenpeace is campaigning
to save the Arctic from
attempts by oil companies
to exploit the regions
resources for short term
profit.

Because of reductions in estate
taxes in recent years, many Americans
find they can now leave more to loved
ones free of tax. This may also make
it possible to give more for charitable
purposes, both now and as part of
your long-range financial plans.
As you review your plans for the
future, you might wish to consider
the following:

• A gift through your will or
living trust. After providing
for loved ones, you can leave a
specific amount, a percentage of
your estate, a certain property, or
what’s left.

As you can see, there are many
ways you can make meaningful gifts
to Greenpeace Fund by carefully
planning the timing of your gifts and
the property used to fund them.
We will be pleased to provide
more information to you and/or your
advisors as you complete your plans
this year-end.
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5 Reasons to Give Appreciated
Property This Year-End
Possible changes in tax laws
Because of the uncertainties of tax
legislation for 2013, there are a number
of reasons it may be a better idea to
complete your previously planned gifts
in 2012. Several proposals have been
made that would further reduce the
benefits next year for charitable gifts
and other itemized deductions under
federal income tax law.
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When you are considering how
to make your gifts to Greenpeace
Fund this year, don’t forget long-term
appreciated property. This can include
stocks, bonds and mutual funds that
have risen in value and been owned
longer than one year.
These assets can make good sense
from both a philanthropic and financial
planning perspective. Consider the
following advantages:
1. You may deduct the current value
of the asset instead of what you
paid for it.
2. You bypass any capital gains tax
you would owe if you sold the
asset.
3. Your capital gains tax savings may
never be more beneficial.
4. Your deduction may provide up
to six years of tax savings.
5. You conserve your cash for other
purposes. You may even want to
repurchase the asset with a new,
higher cost basis.

Utilize losses
If you have investments that have
decreased in value since you have
owned them, consider selling them
(thereby creating a loss to offset
gains you may be able to deduct)
and giving the cash proceeds.
Realizing losses in this way can result
in tax deductions that actually total
more than the current value of the
investment.
Check with us or your advisors for
more information about tax-favored
gifts of securities and other assets.

A Horned Puffin (Fratercula
corniculata) breeds on
a cliff on the island of
St. George in the Bering
Sea. The cliffs provide
a prime nesting ground
for a wide variety of
seabirds and are a prime
birdwatching attraction.

What Can You Do Now?
1. Contact your professional
advisors for a review of your current
estate plan and seek advice as to
what changes, if any, are needed
to address your planning goals and
tax implications. Give your advisors
current information such as marital
status, state of residence and other
vital information that may impact
your planning. Updating your will
or living trust will give you peace
of mind that your property will be
distributed in the manner you desire
in the future.

2. Review your beneficiary
designations on life insurance
policies, IRA accounts, investment
accounts, retirement funds, bank
accounts and other assets to be
sure they are coordinated with your
overall estate and tax planning.
Your advisors should review the
beneficiary mechanisms of each of
these accounts with you.
If we can help in any way,
please contact us at 1-800-328-0678.
Thank you for including Greenpeace
Fund in your plans.

The purpose of this publication is to provide
general gift, estate, and financial planning
information. It is not intended as legal, accounting, or other professional advice. For
assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax
and other financial implications, the services
of appropriate advisors should be obtained.
Consult an attorney for advice if your plans
require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on applicable
federal discount rates, which can change on a
monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be
available in all states. ©MMXII RFSCO, Inc. All
Rights Reserved.
NYX-12

Fall 2012

Margot Feuer’s Gift Will
Benefit Future Generations

Margot Feuer and Simon

“Sometimes it
takes just one
strong voice to
inspire others
to make a
difference.”
—Margot Feuer

The late Margot Feuer grew up in a
quiet, scenic area of Connecticut. As a
young girl she fell in love with nature
and the animals that inhabited the land.
She recognized the need to preserve it
long into the future and this motivated
her to be a strong and active advocate
for nature her entire life.
As a young adult, Margot moved
to California, eventually marrying and
raising a family near the Santa Monica
Mountains and later relocating to the
Malibu area. The beautiful and peaceful
surroundings inspired her to give voice
to the need to protect the area from the
rapid development going on all around
her. Margot worked tirelessly to create
the Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area to protect the land and
the animals that lived there.
Among many leadership positions
in a number of environmental
organizations, she served as a founding
board member of Save Open Space,
Santa Monica Mountains, a conservation
organization that worked to preserve
and protect areas and ecosystems for
future generations of park visitors.

Margot continued her efforts for
many years, resulting in more than
150,000 acres of land being added to
the park she co-founded, making it the
largest urban park in the world. Today
the park features a new visitor center
which received the LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design) Platinum certification for
environmental sustainability. The park
contains more than 450 animal species
and 26 distinct plant communities. It
also includes a network of concrete
pipes to allow safe animal crossing
under the highway and roads.
With her passion for nature,
Margot found shared goals with
Greenpeace. We are grateful to have
had her as a Greenpeace supporter
for more than 20 years, and her legacy
gift will ensure that future generations
can learn, appreciate and enjoy nature
as she did.
You can read more of Margot’s
inspiring legacy and story at
greenpeacefund.org/friends and while
you are there, we invite you to share
your story.

For More Information…
For more information on how your plans can balance your own personal and financial
goals with a desire to help Greenpeace in a substantial way, please contact, without obligation:

Corrine Barr, Gift Planning Director
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001
Tel: 1-800-328-0678
corrine.barr@greenpeace.org
greenpeacefund.org

Recognized by Charity Navigator
as having demonstrated excellent
financial efficiency.
Top-rated
environmental
charity by the
American
Institute of
Philanthropy.
Grade A-.

Awarded “Best in America
Seal” by Independent Charities of America. Of the one
million charities
operating in
the USA, less
than two
thousand
have been
awarded this
prestigious
seal.
Proud to meet all of the Better
Business Bureau’s “Wise Giving
Alliance Standards for Charity
Accountability.”

*Greenpeace Fund is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization set up to continue the vital work of Greenpeace by increasing public awareness and
understanding of environmental issues through research, the media, and other educational programs. Greenpeace Fund also provides grants to
support Greenpeace’s work around the world for activities that are consistent with its mission.

