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Save the Forests—Save the Tigers
by Rolf Skar 

For More Information…

The United Nations named 2011 
the International Year of Forests, and 
it certainly has been a great year for 
Greenpeace’s forest campaigns. We 
just recently won legal protections 
for the Tongass National Forest and 
the Alexander Archipelago wolf, 
in addition to celebrating our 10th 
anniversary of protecting a full  
5 million acres of the Great Bear 
Rainforest in British Columbia, Canada. 

We’ve come so far, but we still 
have a lot of work to do.

Guinness World Records 
recently gave Indonesia the dubious 
distinction of a world record for 
deforestation. That record-breaking 
deforestation is pushing critically 
endangered wildlife, like the 
Sumatran tiger, towards the brink  
of extinction. 

The leading causes of 
deforestation in Indonesia are 
expanding plantations for palm oil 
and paper production. Last year, 
thanks to you and thousands of 
supporters like you, Greenpeace 
garnered a landmark commitment 

For more information on how your plans can balance your own personal and financial 
goals with a desire to help Greenpeace in a substantial way, please contact, without obligation: 

Corrine Barr, Gift Planning Director
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001
Tel: 1-800-328-0678
corrine.barr@greenpeace.org
greenpeacefund.org
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from the largest palm oil company 
in Indonesia, Golden Agri-Resources 
(GAR). 

While Greenpeace carefully 
monitors implementation of the 
GAR agreement, we are turning our 
attention—and global campaign—to 
the notorious paper giant, Asia Pulp 
& Paper (APP). 

This summer, a young Sumatran 
tiger was found on APP land, clinging 
to life with his paw caught in a wild 
animal snare. By the time Greenpeace 
staff and volunteers on the ground 
reached the tiger, he was starving and 
dehydrated, and his front leg was 
severely mangled by the snare. I wish 
I could say that we were able to save 
him, but the tiger died despite our 
rescue efforts. This is heart-breaking 
news that I hoped I would not have 
to deliver to you.

There are now less than 400 
Sumatran tigers left in the wild. 

The Bali tigers went extinct in the 
1950s. The Java tigers went extinct 
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Awarded “Best in America 
Seal” by Independent Chari-
ties of America. Of the one 
million charities 
operating in 
the USA, less 
than two 
thousand 
have been 
awarded this 
prestigious 
seal.Top-rated 

environmental 
charity by 
the American 
Institute of 
Philanthropy. 
Grade A-.

Proud to meet all of the Better 
Business Bureau’s “Wise Giving 
Alliance Standards for Charity 
Accountability.”

Recognized by Charity Navigator 
as having demonstrated excellent 
financial efficiency.

Rolf Skar, Senior Forest 
Campaigner for Greenpeace

Greenpeace Inspires Faith Strong’s Legacy
Faith Strong was so inspired 

by Greenpeace’s efforts to save 
whales that she decided to lend her 
support now and in the future.

“Seeing the Greenpeace boats 
standing up to environmental 
injustices was so impressive,” 
said Faith. “To see the willingness 
of people to take these types of 
measures to protect the planet 
continues to inspire me.”

At almost 90, Faith continues 
her work as a minister. She is a 
published author and a painter. 

Faith recently established a 
charitable lead trust with Greenpeace 
Fund.* “I receive an enormous feeling 
of fulfillment and empowerment from 
my gifts to Greenpeace,” said Faith, 
“especially since Greenpeace gets results 
and is effectively making the world a 
better place.”

Faith values the Greenpeace 
commitment to doing the right 
thing. “The honesty and integrity are 

impeccable. I know that my donations 
are going where they say they are.”

“Greenpeace turns my support into 
action. Putting my resources behind 
Greenpeace makes my commitment 
to the environment very powerful and 
gives life to my vision for a sustainable 
planet,” she said.

Faith sees her support of 
Greenpeace Fund as a legacy to 
her children and grandchildren. 
“Greenpeace is protecting the 
planet and thereby my family’s 
future,” she said. 

“Knowing that I support 
Greenpeace allows them to see the 
difference they can make in this 
world through philanthropy,” Faith 
said. “My children are involved in the 
family’s philanthropic decision making, 
which makes them a real part of the 
organizations we support.”

Faith has some words of advice for 
Greenpeace supporters: “Get out in the 
world and live your life. Supporting 
Greenpeace has enriched my life.”

Continued on Page 2

The purpose of this publication is to provide 
general gift, estate, and financial planning 
information. It is not intended as legal, ac-
counting, or other professional advice. For 
assistance in planning charitable gifts with 
tax and other financial implications, the 
services of appropriate advisors should be 
obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if 
your plans require revision of a will or other 
legal document. Tax deductions vary based 
on applicable federal discount rates, which 
can change on a monthly basis. Some op-
portunities may not be available in all states. 
©MMXI RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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A Sumatran tiger (Panthera 
tigris sumatrae).
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*Greenpeace Fund is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization set up to continue the vital work of 
Greenpeace by increasing public awareness and understanding of environmental issues through 
research, the media, and other educational programs. Greenpeace Fund also provides grants to sup-
port Greenpeace’s work around the world for activities that are consistent with its mission.
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Give a Gift That Comes Back Understanding the Lead Trust
Have you ever considered making 

charitable gifts as part of your long-
range plans—but worried that such 
gifts might jeopardize your family’s 
future financial security?

Fortunately, there is an answer. 
A charitable lead trust can be a 
wonderful way to meet both charitable 
and personal financial objectives.

SeTTInG The STaGe
Federal gift and estate tax rates 

now begin at 35% of the first dollar 
over $5 million. The combined federal 
gift and estate tax exemption is  
$5 million per person.

While an unlimited amount of 
assets can be given during lifetime or 
at death to one’s spouse free of these 
taxes, this merely postpones rather 
than eliminates the problem. Taxes 
will still be due on the surviving 
spouse’s estate. 

Single people who wish to 
conserve their estates for heirs often 
face the estate and gift tax challenges 
even more directly.

CharITaBLe SoLUTIonS
There is currently no limit on 

the amount that can be devoted to 
charitable use free of federal estate 
and gift taxes. But doesn’t this solution 
permanently deprive your heirs of 
property distributed in this way?

Not necessarily. The charitable 
lead trust is a gift planning tool that 
allows you to devote property or 
funds to a charity for a period of 
time and reduce or eliminate gift and 
estate taxes while also providing that 
the remaining property be ultimately 
returned to loved ones.

Save TaxeS
Tax savings afforded by charitable 

lead trusts may thus help you pass 
property to children, grandchildren or 
other loved ones more economically.

The following pages feature more 
information on how this special way of 
making gifts can benefit you, your loved 
ones and your charitable interests.

PLeaSe 
reMeMBer 
GreenPeaCe In 
YoUr WILL

If you are ready  
to name Greenpeace 
Fund in your will, 
here are a few simple  
facts to note: Our  
full legal name is 
Greenpeace Fund, Inc.  
and our federal tax 
ID number is  
95-3313195.
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The charitable lead trust is an 
exciting planning tool that offers a way 
to make a gift to both Greenpeace and 
your loved ones. While lead trusts can 
be structured in a number of ways, 
they typically share the following 
characteristics:

1. A lead trust makes payments to 
Greenpeace in amounts you specify 
for a period of time you choose.

2. The remaining assets are 
then distributed to the heirs of 
your choosing in the amounts you 
determine, largely or completely free 
of estate and gift taxes.

The lead trust thus offers you a 
way to make a series of charitable gifts 
over a period of time while delaying 
an inheritance for heirs until a time 
when they may be more mature and 
better able to utilize the property they 
receive. Or, if you prefer, the assets 
may be returned to you after fulfilling 
a gift commitment.

TIMInG an InherITanCe
If you have children or other 

relatives whom you believe are now 
too young to receive an inheritance, 
a charitable lead trust can allow you 
to make charitable gifts, reduce or 
eliminate gift and estate tax liabilities, 
and at the same time determine  
exactly when younger heirs will 
receive their inheritance. A 10-year- 
old child, for example, could receive a 
tax-free inheritance after the expiration 
of a 20-year period, when she is 30 
years of age.

a Tax-Free reTIreMenT PLan
For some people, the charitable 

lead trust offers a way to provide 
a tax-favored retirement plan for 

children or others who are now 
young adults. For example, a trust 
for a period of 20 years for children 
in their 40s could result in their 
receiving a generous retirement fund 
when they are in their 60s. This plan 
helps provide economic security for 
heirs during retirement years while 
leaving them with an incentive to 
provide for themselves while they  
are younger.

SkIPPInG a GeneraTIon
A lead trust can also be used 

to provide an inheritance for 
grandchildren or other 
younger heirs in situations 
where their parents are, or 
will be, financially secure. 
This planning tool can 
be a good way to take 
maximum advantage of 
amounts you are allowed 
to leave to such heirs free 
of estate tax. 

More information about 
how a charitable lead trust 
can enhance your planning 
is available upon request.

Save The ForeSTS... 
continued from Page 1

USe BUILT-In 
DeSIGnaTIonS

Charitable 
beneficiaries such 
as Greenpeace may 
be named to receive 
part or all of life 
insurance proceeds 
or retirement plan 
(including IRA) 
benefits—a simple 
way to make a 
significant gift.

in the 1980s. But there is still 
hope for the Sumatran tiger. 
Together, we can and must 
put an end to the devastation 
in Indonesia’s forests and 
prevent the Sumatran tiger 
from going extinct in the 
future. Thank you for your 
commitment and support on 
this historic effort to save the 
last Sumatran tigers.
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Greenpeace Tiger activists 
hold a banner that reads 
“Save Forests—Save 
Tigers’ Home” inside 
the concession of PT 
Ruas Utama Jaya (RUJ), 
a supplier to the pulp 
division of Sinar  
Mas Group.

Greenpeace’s ‘Tiger’s Eye 
Tour’ was launched to 
bear witness to the real 
condition of Indonesia’s 
forests. Greenpeace is 
urging their government 
to review existing 
concessions and protect 
peatland and urges 
industries to implement a 
zero deforestation policy 
in their operations.

receives payments 
for specified  
number of years

Donor transfers 
assets to trust

Donor’s grand-
children receive 
the assets that 
remain when 
trusts ends

exaMPLe
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A Sumatran tiger (Panthera 
tigris sumatrae).
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*Greenpeace Fund is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization set up to continue the vital work of 
Greenpeace by increasing public awareness and understanding of environmental issues through 
research, the media, and other educational programs. Greenpeace Fund also provides grants to sup-
port Greenpeace’s work around the world for activities that are consistent with its mission.


